Reversible nonfluent aphasia and left frontal hypoperfusion during topiramate treatment.
We report the case of a patient with complex partial seizures who developed a nonfluent aphasia when topiramate was added to his therapy. This emergent adverse effect appeared to be reversible, as language performance improved after discontinuation of topiramate. Interictal SPECT performed when the patient was aphasic revealed a focal perfusion reduction in the left lateral and mesial frontal cortex, which was no longer evident at a follow-up study after language recovery.